Crystals of virus-like particles in the metacestodes of Taenia solium and T. crassiceps.
Crystals of virus-like particles (VLP) are described as occurring in the nuclei of damaged tegumentary cytons from carcasses of Taenia solium metacestodes that had been stripped of their teguments. The VLP are grouped as parallel lines of round particles in an hexagonal packaging of spheroids forming small or large crystals. The individual particles have an external diameter of 36-37 nm and a wall of 5-6 nm thick, which surround a cavity of lower electron density. As identical crystals were also observed in normal tissues of T. solium and of T. crassiceps, it is suggested that both species of cysticerci are normal carriers of a similar species of virus. The possible biological implications of this condition are discussed.